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TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS,
First Session.

IN SENATE.
The joursal having been read—
FPENSONAL BEFPLANATION.
Mr. ALLEN rose and called the attention of the
senator from South Carolina [Mr. Carmovw] to
ported ks of that or i rel

o the independent treasury bill, wherein he was rep-
1 as declaring b If averse Lo any restnc:

i hdngplumdu'nthmuluiono treasur
d::n.. p.A‘-untwlb jon of k I heen

-mlkilh! nﬂ-lcla uluhi- and useful. It was esti-
mated that one hundred and fifty millions of dollurs
fed in the i Iroad

culably the | prosperity, and sugmented the
revenue. All that had been done for them by the
general government was the remission of about five
millions of duty. He maintained that the United
Suwtes had not dooe enough to encoursge those
works, from which it had received so much benefit
But the proposed measure was not prospective. It
wan intended only to enable those companies which
were at present uruuhnf on, and whose roads
were in an unfinished tion, P their
enterprises to a succeasful termination. It had
suked, why refund w States and

and of those who voted will him, to leave the bill
in the state in which it came from the House, o far
as relates 10 these tremsury draft; and he made this
planation for the purp showing: first, that he
had d no iction, therefore the
that he had done so was not true in point of fact;
mm‘:z, to remave the impression that the treasury
had re imsued drmafis for circulation, and that he

ineorporations, and not to individusls who bay
wron? But that would be im| icable and impos-
wible. He would refund to ruilroad companies,
hecause, by doing so, he would direcily benefit the
farmer. ')zhc producing classes would be all great-
ly benefited by the I of thess easy means
of transportation. He would say one word o the
farmers of the west who were now s:lpwuma

o of the foreign market. [t would be al-

(Mr. A,) by icting the '
10 embarrass the administration of the depariment.
Mr, CALHOUN said be believed that the report

together imposaible for them (o realize 1o any ex-
Lonl these hopes without means of cheap transpor-

was subsiantially correet. Flin opinion in rd 1o | tation for their agricultural producta to the place of
the matier was upon first puiting in ',‘.. 1 h Eter.;lhu!‘ which tended Lo faciliate
the sy of & sep of the g from | and chesf the convey of the products of
the banks there ought 10 be no ion imposed | Michigan and Illinois to the navigable waters, he
upon the cireulsuon of the y drafts; and | need not say, tended to promote in the moat direct

none, in point of fact, thereafler, unless experience
showed that it was necessary. There was, in his
opinion, no one objection that could be urged agains
putting these deafts into circalation by Eym; them

1o the governmant creditor, which wou nmmoqua}ly

y when it was proposed w ex m for
::m and silver. lg.:‘umdw be obliged to differ
somewhat upon this point with his frends upon

that wide, but he was governed 1o this instance, as
in all others, by the convictions of his judgments.
Mr. BENTON enid he knew of ne such use ever
before having been made of treasury drafis as to al-
low the disbursing officer of the government 10 pay
them away | of money. Add he declared that
he regarded itasa high crime and misdemeancr on
the part ofany Secretary of the Treasury to propose
such a thing as making paper 1o be iseued by the
~ Wk yo

L4 . ] .
Mr. LEWIS made & brief explanation, in the
course of which he ook occasion to correct u mis-
npnu;tm which he mdwh;d h:f‘l:. abiroud
through the magnetc lelegraph, n eops
ied into ull the northern papers; he (Mr. L.)
had proposed, at the | of the 5 y of
the Treasury, an unlimited issue of treasury
notes; and the senstor from Missouri had
resisted the pnrmlm. It was true the sona-
tor from .\Ia-wm Ilurhull m':-d Syt [
the amendment pro for the pay-
ment of the treasury drafls 10 the public creditors,
but he thought this position of the & bl
from Missouri was centroveried. It was not in
wended to bave, nor would it have, any such econ-
sequence. ‘These drafin were proposed (o be drawn
upon actual Jeposites of money, and paid to actual
ereditors of the g 't'hly would in this
way enter into circulation none the more than if
they were, as provided Ly the origioal bill, ex-

manper the interesis of the farmers in those regions.
No resistance should be made to this messure, even
iy the iron interest of Pennaylvania. That Swate
nersell had largely experienced the benefit of cheap
means of transportation. =

M. DICKINSON remarked that the State which
he had the honor in part W t was inleresied
in this subject, and with the view of testing the
seniwe of Lhe Senate, he offered the following
uenl:

Jnd be it further  enacied, That whea sny iron in bars
weighiog not less thas ity pounds the lnesl yard, fitted
wid propared without say further manulfscture to be lald
{luwn fur permsosut e on suy reilread or inclined plais,
shall be imported into the United States withis the peried
wl twu years from the passage of this sot by .u Hate or
lagurpormiod company, the same shall be sdmitied 1o entry

hisd been
in the United States, Theso works increased incal-| make

amaend- | ank

no claim on the for this remission of
duty, and certainly in case they received that gratu.
ity it was only fuir that they should bo obliged 1o
s reasonable contract for carrying the

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON hoped the amendment
would not prevail. The effect would be to destroy
entirely the inl operation of the bill.

The question was then pul, and the amendment
wis uj:ud.
Mr. R. JOHNSON expressed himself in fuvor of
the genernl objects of the bill.

bill as amended was then reported to the Sen-

ate, and the d were d in,

The question was then put on ordering the bill 1o
be engrossed and read a third time.
Mr. STURGEON asked for the yeas and nays,
and they were seconded, ordered, and taken, with
the following result:

YEAS-Messrs  Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun
Chalmers, Jobn M. Claytos, Thomes ‘:iulmi.tl.uluium

cumbered. This was the agrement: now for the
breach of it. The English house did not sdvance
the money : they got the §380,000 in good drafis,
and then fuiled 1 put up the cash, The remainder
of the wtory is what might be expecied, or rather
worse than could have been expected. The ugent
has paid nothing to the claj : o app _
the Mexican government, they hold Voss's receipt,
and thus the aflsir is finished. On applying o the
English house, they admit they received the §380,-
000 from  the Mexican government, but cannot re-
wen itall.  They offer o return part; and here some
curious revelations come forth. 1o seemn that o sum
of $60,000, in & draft on Manning & Maciotosh, pay-
able out of the forced loan, is lost. Here is a letter
which shows it :

“Messrs. Tayleur, Jamison & Co. 1o Mr. Stidell.
“Mewice, January 9, 1848

“Hw: In reply o your letter of yesterduy, inguiring
Irl'wlhn the erder for ﬂinm ot Masplog & Mackintosh

Corwin, Evans, Greess, Jaruagin, Joh o !
land, Lewis, MeDufle, Mangum, Fhelps

Johnseu of Mary
?—l:uu. Speight, Upham, Webster, W ridge, and

u —
NAYS-Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, by, Ban

o, Cameron, Cass, Cllley, Dayton Dickinsen,
iz, Fairfield, B , Houston, Miller, Rusk, Semple,
Buvier, Surgeon, sod Tumey —21.

8o the bill was ordered Lo be read a third ume.
Mr. EVANS moved that it be read a third time by
i

ts title. )
dih. ATHERTON objected; and then on motion

Mr. LEWIS, the Senats proceeded 1o the conaid-
eration of the

CIVIL AND DIFLOMATIC APFROPRIATION BILL,
## in commiltee of the whole; when, in pursuance of

notice given yesterda

Mr. SEN{ON m:' and proposed to amend the
bill by inserting as follows:

“For l.n.l’h:!thcl and interest of the fourth wnd

ke the Menican indemaities. dus in April

wid :ﬁ{.n the year 1844, the sum of $300.000; Proeided
the mants, sach for himeeli, shall relinquish 10 the
United States his right to sald instalments *

Mr. B, supported his amendment in a brief speech,
in which he undertook to show that the United

d to i our peeyvigas lvtters on the subject of our ar-
rangrment with Mr. Voss, had bean mislaid while in his
ossedion, we beg (0 say that ibe order was in the first
uatance roturned Lo him by those geotlemen, und. though
afterwands iv onr | i it was subssquently, on va-
rous Ty quently, we are guite st o loss
to say by whom it was ultimately mislald. Al the same
time, we entlortain no doubt that as soun s the CIIIIE

government here bas armnged the public ofices, & dupli-
cate of the arder will bo esaily obisined, by whicht
question will be setal rost
""We have the houor Lo be, sir,
“Your most obadlent, humble vervants,
“TAYLEUR, JAMISON &k CO

“The Hon. Jonws Suionie,

“Envoy Extrasnlioary, ke, ko &o*

Bo much for that $60,000. Another curious item
in, that out of the §110,000 draft on the tobacco du.
tien, onl 664 67 are offered 1o be returned by
the dw‘ That isto sa ‘I‘h:;ﬁquuhl_\‘-
ing receiv 000 to pay us W00 in specie,
and not having p‘-ui us, now #e to pay that
amoant in & part of the drafts which they received.
Here is their lettar which shows their offer:

Y Mesars. Tagleur, Jawison, & Co., to My, Voss,
“Mexsco, Dvoembar 17, 1545,

“Dean mn: Inconformity with your desire to  be budo
wd of the actual pesition of the erders recalved by us aguine
various | of the public tressure for the twe in

Suites, by it own conduct, ana by the mi g
ment of ita agent, had made itsell linble for these two
I He said that, by the first convention

spon the giviag by such State or y.orits

sgents, goud und suificient bonds, wuli sureties to the satis-
etion of the collector of the port whare such iron may he
smportad, for the payment of u":' dulies chargeable thareon
i thrwe years from the time of such lmportation; aad
whesever it shall Le proved 1o the setisfection of the Bwe.
retary of the Tressury that any such lron has bean actu
aliy permanently laid down for dse (lo the orig'asl con-
Wi ) of any vailroad or inclined plane. now suthorized
by law to be maile in the United Btales withio the said pe-
riod of three yoars, sald searetary shall couse the bond
given on the importation of such iron so lakd down, or
v mach thereof we bs applicable 10 said iron, to be cancel
bl wind discharged upon the payment of sll custom house
ines and charges iocurred by sueh importation

Mr, CASS aaked if the genteman from Maine
was able (o state any es'imate of Lhe lmmu!t"h‘tch

with Mexico for the settlament and r,uunt of these
claims, when a claim waa allowed the party was 1o
receive the whole amount paid down w himself, in
Mexican treasury notes, receivable at the seaport
custom-houses in payment of all duties, either of
export or import, and bearing an interest of eight
per cent. This convention, so favorable to their in-
terests, was aliered in the subsequent convention
quarterly paymenta through five years, to be made
in gold and silver coin, and an agent 1o be appointed
by the government o receive and remit the hard
money, Thin second convention was wholly the
act of the government, and Mr. Voas, the agent ap-

ted, was the government agent, and not the

would be al ted from the y by r g
these duties’

Mr. EVANS rephed in the negative, adding that
he supposed the sum would not be great. The law
uuuhr 'pﬁﬂg only o iron imported mince the 3d of
March, 1843,

Mr. DAYTON was sorry to differ with his friend
trom Maine on any subject, but in this instance he
was € | o look” on the question before the

changed for gold and silver. He was opposed 1o
& government paper circulation, and he had nupport:
ed hin d expreasly on g d that it
would not lead 1o ary lue‘ consequence. Yet he
had been represenied as pro, an illimitable is
sue of government \ gl": hoped the newspa
pers would herealter do him better justice. Ouly
one paper (the “Union") had give his former cor-
rection of this misre; tajion.

Me, ChLHOUNhoblw!u ed thn:;f:h.lefu "J; w;u
himself concerned , he no ap| awion that he
was at all upooaf 1o the danger of being considered
in favor of a papercurrency. His views upon this
subjoct had been ex too often 10 admit of

Senate in an opposite light to that in which he [Mr
Evaxs| regarded it. 1t was no new question, and
e (Mr. g) had on more than one occasion been
called upon to meet it. The subject was to be re
garded in two sspects—in the first place, ns it ap-
pertained to the treasury of the United States; and
in the next place, as it related 1o the domestic manu-
inctures of the country. Although he did pot pro-

'ag:mof the claimants  The three first inntalments
were paid and came o the hands of the claimants
The fourth and fifth instalments were reccipted for
by the agent, (Voes,) was reporied to our govern-
ment by the minister, (Shannon, ] to have been paid,
and the payment was gazetted by the American
Secretary of State (Mr. Caihnunﬁ for the informa-
tion of the claimants. The claiman flocked

[ Wuhmﬂan city to receive their money.
None was there! nor any reason for its non.ap-
pearance. The agent (Voss) reported nothing

w b government. In the abmence of authentic
informauon, subaliern and hearsay testimony was
admitted; and Mr. B. E. Green, who was a secretary
of legation in Mexico, certified that no money was
paid when the receipt was given, but only orders for
the t on the provincial treasuries.  1f this had

fess to be indifferent to the first d , yet
pechaps gentlemen opposite would feel more inter-
wat in it, and therefore he commended it to their par-
tcular notice. A very considerable sum would be
thus taken from the treasury. The question of the

being ued by moy p of the

nity.

Me. SIMMONS said he was somewhat surprised
10 hear the honorable chairman of the Finance Com-
miltes continue to express the belief that his amend-
ment w?ultl, if , have afforded no greater fa-
cilitics for putting circulation this paper money,
as he umﬁ:.

Me. LEWIS. Paper money, an others call it.

Mr. SIMMONS. Well, these treasury drafis,
then, if under the bill as it originally stood they were
to be exchanged for gold milver. In the latter

case they were not likely to become a currency un-
lesn some one would give gold and silver for them
And he believed it would be a rather difficu’t matter
16 find any ons who would do this. Bat as for their

haing readily taken fur debts due by the L
(0 ] J‘m qu'u: ware th- many a ugd.lmltnf Wv—

wroment wou «l to get even a draft before
thay got thro the ! Teulties in which they would
mon%nd the: wew volved. He thought there

was a very b o .d distiiction between the provisions
of the bill'and the amendment. The bill was bad
enough as it now atood, but it would have been still
worse had the amendment prevailed. As the bill
eame from the House there were various restric-
vons—
Mr. LEWIS. [ did not strike out one of them. |
ro| additional ones.
Mr. SIMMONS. There were various restrictions
rtained in it, and yet the menator set about amend-

zit

Mr. LEWIS. Yes, by adding other restric-
tons,

Mr. SIMMONS. If the senatwr believed that
the lrul::r drafts would have answered their pur-
poses equally well under the clause which permitied
them to be exchanged for gold and silver——

Mr. CASS here interposed upon a point of order.
“T'he biil which was the subject of this discussion had
passed the Senate. It was no longer before them,
and he could see no propriety in discussing it over

ﬂlll&l[l:_ SIMMONS hereupon resumed his seat, and
the discussion ceased.
RERDLUTION,
Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following reso-
lution; which was agreed to:

Resoloed, That there be paid out of the contingent find
of the Senate, undér the direction of the committes to an-
it and sontrol the same, to each of the -

from Michigan [Mr. Cave] was very pert
neot and proper. He was at a loss to know why
this iron whould be led an “raw " and

us auch a proper subject of exemption from duty.
If the argument was that it was right and proper in
this way to cheapen the means of trans ton, he
would ask where were they 1o stop hy stop at
this or that year?

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had been informed
on relinble authority that this bill would not injuri-
ously affect the iron establishments of this country,
s they were not in & condition to supply the de-
mand for railroad iron. Neither did he think that

.| the tmnulzqmld be mjuricusly affected.

Mr. CASS snid he would not vote for the bill, un-
lesn e was furnished with some estimaie of, or ap-
yeoximation to, the amount that would be taken

TNe treasury. in e present circumatances it
appeared to him absolutely necessary that such an
cytimate should be made.

Mr. CAMERON remarked that the senator from
South Carolina [Mr. Carnous | must have been mis-
informed an to the capability of the iron establish-
menta of the country. They were quite able to sup-
ply all tiu‘.-I demand. He (Mr. C.) was somewhai

been the fact, 1t was gross misconduct on the part
of the agent, and made the government liable to the
claimants. The mode of payment had been changed
without their consent, and the benefit to them wan
to be in receiving hard money quarterly through
five years, instead of receiving treasury paper to the
whole amount, with good interest, receivable in
payment of all dues.  After this, 1o take paper, and
that on provincial treasuries, and in twenly quar-
uﬂyrqmenu, was a fraud upon the claimants, and
that fraud was the act of the government agent,
But it was not the fact. A clause was inserted in
the ‘:rpmprilﬁon bill in 1844-'45, by which the
United States wan required 1o pay these instalments
1o the claimants, provided the amount had been
paid o him. This led to an investigation on the
part of the United States, which has ended in devel-

oping the true ch of the ion, and
which is truly extrsordinary. Our consul in Mexi-
co has obtained a copy of contract made by the

Mexican treasury with an El'iulh firm, Messrs.
W prhoses ) Fuveesomcc e O | ishe - L
Voss, and also of Mr. Sh , the A min-

stalments dun by this government, In July, 1844, 1o the
Americun claimants, the collection of which has been s
sumed by us. we have to  inform you, with regret, that wp
to the present date oot s dollar bas been pald on sceount
of thoss documents. The government having failled o
comply with its engagements (o us, we of course cun muke
e anticipstion te you on secount of thode orders, hul we
cantinus our #farts to effect the callecton; and, persusdod
s we are, thal temporary fnancial dificaltios only have
produced this want of punctuality on the part of the gov-
ernment, we are lar from despairiog of success

‘Bhould you, however, profer receiving back the docu-
ments, which arme
Chrder on the freasa

for bills arising from

maritime daties at Muzatlan, payable here 10, 00 D0
Order on Manning & Mackistosh for funds pro-
conding from loroed loan 0, O

Order aguinst circulation sod export duties of
wpecin bt this custom bouse
Part of an order on the lobacco revenns

B0 000 (0
4ok 67
$I74 064 07
#al, or thal ol any party whem
them
wurs respeeifully
“TAVLEUR, JAMISON & (0,

we hold them at your
youmay name 1o rec
{V*n denr

EsiLio Vous, Feg."

Now look to the amount of this tobacco draft,
and it will be wseen tw be §110,000. Deduet
what is offered to be returned, ia only §4,664' The
upshot of the whole is, that the claimants have loat
their money for upwarda of two years—that they
have no means of foreing the Mexican government
to pay—that they have nothing to do with the
agent, who has been di d Fnr hin infidelity —
and cannot go to law with the English house in
Mexico. They have lost their money by the mis-
eonduct of the American agent, sanctioned by the
American minister, and by the neglect of the Amer-
ican government, which never even learnt the truth
of the case for upwards of & year!'—from Augusi,
1844, when Voss gave his receipt, and SBhannon re-
ported the money paid, down to December, 1845,
when the consul, Black, obtained a copy of the

agreement.

Mr. EVANS replied. He contended that the
amendment should not prevail. The government of
Mexico had never been discharged from her obliga-
tion, and of course the United States was not at all
bound to pay the el The C i on
Finance had m;-lds:':w |El)l.|.he facts arl::i- case an
in possession of the State Department, the re-
sult had been as he had stated. Here Mr. E. hand-
ed a letter from the Becretary of Siate, which detail-
ed the whole history of the case, and which was

read.
Mr. BENTON. | read that letter of the Secreta-
of State, which relates to what was done under
ZH former act—not 1o what ought now to be done.

PRSCL WL ik e
! i tolln, and which we have here, aad

ister, By this agreement, the hard mony which
the President, Santa Ana, had raised by a forced
hunwpdylhm“‘ ta, and for raising
which Mr. Shannon, in an official letter, had given
him great credit—thia hard money was Jeft
in the treasury, and the two instalments
ipted for ms paid, and Tayleur, Jamio-

o find genth ready to support this
bill, which would take, perhaps, a million of dollars
vut of the treasury, and thought that it was some-
what inconsistent to advoeate this measure, and at
the same time contend for dprolecl.ion to domes-
tie. manufactures. Fle hoped the measure would

be postponed.

1\5:.. CALHOUN observed, in reply to the re-
mark of the last speaker, that if he were at liberty
to give his authority for the statement which the
senator from Pennsylvania appea ed to doubt, he
would be convineed that his means of information
were extensive and accurate, and that his epinion
was not likely to be erroncous. .

Mr. BAGDY briefly stated his opposition to the
bill, and moved to lay it on the table; but at the re-

questofl 5

Mr. H. JOHNSON, the motion was withdrawn,
in order to allow him to offer the following amend-
meni:

Homits to West Fuliciana Railroad Company duties on
cortain railroad iron imported into New Orlrans, and sunk
and wholly lost while on the passage from that port te
Bayon Sara, provided It shall appear, to the satisfaction of
the Secretary of the ‘h-qnura, that the iron was so lost.
Also allowing to the Mexi ull I | Comp , on
any outstanding bonds given by said com any..‘ﬁlpou :ih

i u

ant rs the neting \ pagna, and lanoters

of the Senate, the same smounts respeclively ns were paid

them under a resolution of the Senate at the last sesslon.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES,

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Commijttes on the
Mulitia, asked that said i be discharged
from the further consideration of a resulution in-
wtrueting them to inguire into the expediency of or-
ganizing and equipping the military of the Oregon
territory; I of the legisl of New York
on the )j of the militu; inl of Roas
Snowden and others; and report of the Secretary of
‘War of the 34 of February, exhibiting the militia of
the States and Territories; which was agreed to.

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce,

I witl d the House bill for the
relief of Nathan Smith and others.

Mr. D, also, from the same committes, reported
without amendment the House bill for the relief of
the owner and crew of the schooner Tancred.

APPROFPRIATIONS FOR DEFENSIVE WORKS.

Me. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af-
fairs, reported back without amendment the House

)

bill making a intions for certain  defensive
v:ork'llnf :lte \’}g{mﬂ'm for the year ending 30th
June, 1847.

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pensions,
submitied & rt upon the House bill for the relief
of Catharine Fulton, of Washington county, Penn-

P of railroad iron, an amount equal to
ties upon certain reilrond iron imported by the Nashville
Rublroad Company, and lald down by sald Mexican Gulf
Hailroxd Company within three years from the rrlml ol
ite importation, for which the United States hold the bonds
af uirﬂu-hrllh aflrond (_.‘ou\ponz!: Pravided, 1t ahall satis-
factorily appear that said iron has been so Inld down by suld
Mexieun Gulf Railroad Company, and that no remission or
wllowance of sald duty has besn made; And provided fur
ther, That the parties entitled 1o the remission, ke, = all
first poy ull costs and exponses incurred by the United
States in the premises.

Mr. EVANS stated that it would be excesdingly | 5

difficult, if not impraeticable, to obtain speedily an

i of the t to be refunded

Mr. BAGBY withdrew his motion to lay on the
tihle,

Mr. ALLEN opposed the bill with much ear-
neatness. He contended that it wan unconstitutional
and unjust. It wan taxing the honest, hard-work-
ing farmer for the benefit of monopolizing corpora-

tionn,

Mr. BERRIEN replied. The measurs, he ar-
gued, was one eminently ealeulated to benefit the far-
mer, whose prosperity depended in a great degree
on the possession or ready and cheap means of con-
veying his products to market. He found, by n
newspaper received by last night's mail, that in"the
interior of Gleorgin wheat of the finest quality war
only 37) cents. Why? Because of the want of
those fucilities which theas railroads would afford.

Mr. ATHERTON opposed the bill in a forcible

Ivania, recom ing that the d of
De subject b ?“,“" indefinitely; which was
agreed to, and the report was ordered to be printed.

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported

Mr. BAGBY renewed his mation to lay on the
table; and on that question the yeas and nays were
asleed, ordered, and taken, with the following result:

YEAS—Mensra. Allon, Ashlay, Atherton, Bagby, Ban
ton, Bmlu.“!rﬁhl, L';‘Tevan. e, Dayton, Dix, Fairfleld,

back House bills for the reliel of George Hoash,
Jonathan Brown, and Polly Damron, recommend-
SARRalion o pomponed tn-

ing that their further
d;ﬂnmly; which was agreed (o,

On motion of Mr. P., the Committee on Pensionn
wern discharged from the farther consideration of
ihs petiions of Hector 8t. John Beotley, Robert
Ar g, Eliza Buch N. Nye Hall, snd Wm.
Miller, legal repressntatives of Lemuel P. Mont-
gomery, and William D, Conecy.

INTRODUCTION OF JOINT RESOLUTION,

Mr. DAVIS pursuant 1o notice asked and obtain-
al leave 1o i a joint resoluti horizing
the ol War o adjust, by arbitration, n
controversy between the United States and David
Ames; which was read twice, and referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON,

On motion of Mr. LEWIB, the Senate proceeded
to the consideration of the “bill to remit the duties
which have been paid or have acerued upon the im-

ortation of railroad iron in  certain cases;" na in
P:omwiﬂl! of the Whole, :

Mr. EVANS lr!llﬂm in favor of the
refunding of the duty. He described the hardships
of exi the duty in those where the iron
had bee

i
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g ller, Nilow, Bemple, SBavier, Btor
gron, and Turney —20.

NAYS—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Berrlen, Calhonn, Cil-
loy, 4. M. Clayton, Thomas Clayten, Colquitt, Corwin, De-
vis, Dickinson, Greane, Jarnagin, Johason ol Louisiane,
Johnsonof Maryland, Lewis, Mebuflle, Mangum, I'btl})l.
Simmons, Spaight, Upham, Webster, Woodb . and Y-
Jee—20.

80 the motion was not lnid on the table; and the
question then recurred on n verbal amendment offer-
ed hg the senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. Crav-

Tox,| (which the reporter was not able to obtain,) | &

i
won & Co. were to advance the hard money
in s rlm. the Mexican government giving to them
three hundred and :?hr.y thousand dollars in seloct-
ed drafta upon the effective branches of the revenue,
payable in the capital, with one and a quarter per
cent. per month on the of the i | N
($274,664) until they had eollected the amount of
the drafts.  Mr. Black obtained a copy of this con-
tract, which has been communicated to the Senate
by the President, both in the original Spanish and
in English—a precaution of signal advantage in this
case, ns the tranalation, in a most material item of
$160,000, is nonmencical - and unintelligible. The
contrast 18 in these words:

[Translation of No. 12.]

“Proposition which the unﬂoﬂifnnd muka to the Mpreme

vernment for the payment of the quarterly instalments

e und payahls to the United States of Amurics:

“The following orders are 1o he delivered: An order to
the general tressury to issue & dmft (requisition) on the
revenue from tobacco for $110,000, to be paid punctually in
tha term of two months, and in weekly payments.

“'"Another to the genersl tremsury to a dradt for
$00,000 on Messra. Manning & Mackind , out of the
amounts collected by the forced lonn.

" Another to the general treasury, in our favor, on the
duties on the conducta, which is to Jeave this capital for
Vers Cruz on the Ist of January, te the amount nil S0, 080

“Another to the general trensury, that the Jrafts jssued
from Maxatlan for the portion ‘ree from duties to the su-

reme government, whether drawn onusor on Mesers, Do
s Torre, Yecker, & Co., shall be delivered 1o us, to the
umount of $160,000.

“Another o the generml treasury, to recelve from Mewsra,
Tayleur, Jamison, k& Co. the amount of $374.664 67, in
elfective money, und $105,835 23 in funds, anterior or pos-
terior to the independence, which ';Lrld dividends; anl for
the delivery of which the term of six months is allowed
them, Basides which, s premium of 1} per cent. per month
in to be allowsd Lo Messte. Tayleur, Jamison, & Co. for their

YADGE,
“Hisexcelleney, the minister of finance, in the name of
hin excellency the president of the republic, pladges his
word to Messrs. Tayleur, Jamison, & Co., an Britwh sob.
Jeota, that for no eause or motive, whatsoever, the pay
mante set forth in the abeve proposition shall be suspended
until the vntire discharge of the debt he effected; and if it
ahould not be thus affected, that the treasury of the nation
shall indamnify them for their losses and infurjos.
“TAYLEUR, JAMISOMN, k CO,
“Mexico, August 35, 1844,
“Thin p ition having heen 1 by his 1

in saying the whole transaction fell, he uses a n_Fue
generality thal gives no idea of the real facts. The
truth iw, the English house, after getting the §380 -
000 with the sanction of our agent snd minister, did
not advance the §374,000, and they did not inform
our government of it, and our government, for
upwards of a year, did not ferret out his deling

extraord ever set up. Ho wes opposed 0 the
amendment ther.
The question was then put, and on & division the
numbers wore |8 nyes and 23 noes.
Bu the amendment was rejected
STATINTICAL BUMEAU.

Mr. LEWIS moved w amend the bill by sdding
an spproprintion for the payment of salanes of three
permaneni satistical clerks in e Treasury |iepart-
ment; the first 1o recoive §1,800, the second '1.&,
and the third §1,000,

Mr. SEVIER nsked what statistical clerks were
meantf

Mr. LEWILS replied that a bureau of staustics
had been established with four clerks—this amend-
ment proj to reduce the number w three.

Mr. NILES remarked that this whole statistical
concern was a perfect burlesque. He objected to it
altogether. The returns made from that quarter had
hitherto been most mesgre and defective.

Mr. LEWIS said he was not responsible for the
manper in which these clerks had dischar their
duties. The Becretary of the Treasury hed sug-
gested this ameod ducing the ber o
clorks. MWe (Mr. L.) felt no particular solicitude
about the matter, but had offered the amendinent be-

cause it was # -um the department.

Mr. EVANS opp the smendment. Two or
three years ago an efficient person was employed w
collect statistics. The service came 1o be regarded
an permanent, and ordinary clerks were appointed
whose work entirely menited the remarks of the
senator from Connecticut, [Mr, Nives

Mr. STURGEON said that he looked into
these wiatistical returns with some interest, Lo see
the aceount given of the manufactures of Pennsyl-
vania. The information was very much con
indeed. It ap, from the returns that the only
manufactories in Pennaylvania were a paper and
plow manufactory !

Mr. CJ\LHUJN said he never had had any faith
in these statistical bureaus. The system never could
be of any value, unless organized us in France. The
collection of staustics of each of the States them-
welves was the proper plan for this country.

1o amendment was then rejectad.

JUpoEs N Missouni, &e.

Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, allowi
#4,000 additional compensation w ju .pp.um::ﬁ
to settle Spanish claims in Missouri, Alsbama, Ar-
kunsas, &c.; which was agreed to.

FINE AT NANTUCKET.

Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, appropriat-
ing $14,000 1o replace oil, the property of trm wited
States, destroyed in the late %n at Nantucket
Agreed to.

CMARGE D'AFFAIRES AT MADRID.

Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, allowing the
sum of §4.500 to Arthur Middleton, of South Caro-
linm, for outfit se meung chargé d'affaires at Madnd
in 1837 and 1840.

Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment on the
ground that Mr. Middleton had been allowed his
walary at lant seasion, and had no occasion for oul-
fit

Mr. MeDUFFIE supported the smendment.
Mr. ARCHER askod what had been the period
of Mr. Middleton’s services ?

Mr. MeDUFFIE  Six montha at one time and
a shorter ;wnud at other.

The amendment was rejected—ayes 16, noes 21

METROROLOGICAL OBNERYATIONS,

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an amendment ap-
propriating §3,000 for the annual services of Profes-
wor Eapy an metworologist.

Me JENTUN quomd the amendment.

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied in its defence. It
was easy to ridicule the “storm-king," but he was
a good man and a great philosopher.

he amendment was sg to—ayea 31, noes
not counted. *
MARINE HOSPITALS.

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered an amendment ma-
king an additional appropriation of §80,000 for the
construction of marine hospitals on sites purchased
by the government at S:mbur;. Penonylvania;
Louwville and Paducah, K ky; and Cleveland
Ohio.

Mr. SEVIER suggested that Napoleon, in Ar-

kean be included.
The site has not been

s,
Mr. CRITTENDEN.
purchased by the government.

Mr. SEVIER stated that he believed it had been
E:n;h.nd. Heo added that the people of Arkansas

d a const uf six hundred miles, and the steamboats
were constantly in the habit of landing sick hands

on the frontier where they were obj of charity,
Im. on IDOI-IOH' JME, the Sui.:l;

went inlo execulive session.
Weonesoay, Auguast 5, 1846.

IN SENATE.

The journal having been read—
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the fol-

: v i I
he secretary is in great error in l;_ymg the receipt
was given without consideration. he proof is, that
the Mexican government E:"l $380,000 to obtain that
receipt of §274,000! But be the receipt as it may, it is
now muulinn between the governments—enurely
beyond the reach of the claimants—and the money
having been lost by the misconduet of the Unied
States sgents, the United Siates nhould pay the
money, and settle the question with Mexico. Wil
respect to what the senntor [Mr. Evaws] read about
effective funds, it s, not like the other, & nonsensi-
cal translation, but a false one:
[Translation of No. 4.)

“Don Emilic Voss, in this petition, prays that the receipt
be returned to him which he ql\m to this general treasory
for the umount of the two druits which fell dao on the s0th of
April and the 30th of July of the last year, on the forced
loan destined to the paymonts (of the Jebt) to the Lnited
Hlules

1t e troe, that the amount to which Voss refers was not
daliversd to him in effsctive funds by this tressury, bui
erders wore issued lor the payment; for which reason, this
department considers thut this business shoull be held ax
finiahed; and it ennnot comply with his petition to have the
receipt returned to him, since, besides the confusion (tras-
torno] which it would naturally eccasion i the sccount
nnd statement, the eredit of the nation would sulfer, ina
cortain degree, as, the government of the Uoited Stales he-
ing wirendy informed that the said amoant has heen pald, il
the receipt be nimpliz returned to Vosa it witl seem that the
government of Mexieo, even without the knowledge of the
nemm empowered, gave the sesurance that the payment

ad been made, which has not happened, inasmuch as, on
the issue of those onlers, by agroement with the sild person
empowsred, the government (ulfiled e part. 1 the re-
peated orders have not been lied with, in q "
of eircumstances which it has not been possible to avoid,
Don Emilio Voss may pray that they be given on some
other fund than that which was des) . This is the
opinion of us all; but {nur oxcelloncy will detorming what
you may consider just.

“Meviwo, November 11, 1545,

The false translation in in the words “effsctive
funda.,” ‘The Spanish original says no such thing,
and could suy no such things. ‘T'he Mexican trens-
ury had delivered “‘effective funds;" it had delivered
$350,000 to pay $274,000—all good, and all promptly
payable in the city of Mexico; and all selected by
the English house itself, and even §100,000 of it on
its own house, or one named by it.  Under such

ey the pn-inlunl, he wus pl i to rove it ontirely —di.
recting that the orders b Immedintely given conformably
tharewlth, as being for the payment of the (nstalments
due, quarterly, ander the coovention with the United
States.

. ["Rubrie of] “TRIGUEROS
“Avauer 97, IMI"

By this agreement the Mexican goverpment was
to deliver, and did actually deliver, $380,000 in se-
lected securities, all as good as cash, to the English
house, for which the English house was immedintely
to advance the §274,000 in cash, receiving one and a
quarter per month. The $274,000 thus to be ad-
vanced was to be placed jn the Mexican treasury
for the claimanta, the English house and ita pari-
nera, if it had any in the transaction, getting clear
the difference between §274,000 and ‘Mﬂ.wg. with
the interest at one and a quarter per cent. per month,
and the discount on the ‘105‘880 in funds, then
greatly below par. [t was a speculation on the part
of the English house, with the privity and appro-
bation of the American Tnl and the American
minister! They got the drafia for §380,000, and
then failed to advance the money! and the agent
and minister failed to inform the government of it!
and upwards of two years have elopaed, and the

overnmenta are at war, and -the elasimants can do

and it win rejected, nothing. The agreement in all intelligible and plain,
The question waa then taken on the amendment | *Xcep? in the item of the Mazatlan drafis.  One

of the senator from New York, [Mr. Dic J that item thus:

and it aleo wan rejected. “Another to the genersl treasury, that the drafts issued
i ieaton wa e ken o the apndment | £ Kontha s i e

offered by the senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Jous- | forre. Yeckar k Co., shall b delivred to s 1o the ameutt

mw it wan agreed to, { of §10,000."

. ASHLEY thent offlered the following amend-|  Phe words *“for the portion free from duties to the

nipreme

4,

,"" are nonsensical.  Nobody can
d them: no one ean make sanse of them,

Procided, That such'State or i A company, in

I of such isskon of duty, shall agres to und

hind themsnives to teanaport the United States mall on such

rilrowl or inclined plane on such ressonsble terms as
shall be fxed by the master (eneral.

Mr. EVANS could not vote for the amendment.
It proposed an altogether one-sided arrangement—

there wan not any mutuality about it.

Mr. DAY TON wan opposed to the bill at any rate,
and he certainly had no idea of riding it wi
an amendment. 17 the bill were right it ought fo be
plru‘dnilu-—-if'nqilmlmluhpund
AL

Mr. ABHLEY maid in fhlhﬁﬂgﬂh
offering the amendment u;":mwd-uvy o bill,
but to compel the companies 1o make a r bl

such | 4 $180,000.

Let any senator try, and see what they can make
of it.  Nothing! nothing! all nonsenss. Hut turn
to the Spanish, and it is plain. The Spanish is in
thewe words:

SOt & In tesoreria ral Tas lits Iradus
e Mazation per llr!: libre r?uqxv:in :‘l’““‘m. S
bi i senn & nussiro oargo o & eango de los Benares T, e s
Tarm, Yuh_nyl‘;mamcuhﬂﬂu hasta In

cir , the Mexican secretary of the treas-
ury eould not i:‘g that it i true the amount was
not delivered in effective funds to him (Voes.) He
eould suy no nuch thpie? and did not say it. The
word funds is not u L,‘ him, but a word which
stands for cash—tho word ‘‘efoctivo™ i the only
one used, and means, literally, effective—that in to
may, in this case, money. The true translation is:
It 1 true the sum 1o which Voss refers was not
given to him in effective (i ¢, monay) by this treas-
ury; but orders were given I'orng payment, &,
The Spanish ia in these words:

“Ea yerdad que la cantidsd a que so refisre Voss no lp
fuo dadn on efectivo por esta tosoreriag prro se le wxpidieron
ordenss purn su pago por Lo que entn oficing considers que
nste negocio debe lenersa por terminndeo. "

The tranelntion, therefore, in falae, an any one ean
wen that und da . little Sy or even n little
Latin.  And here 1 would say, these translations
are about such ne would be expeciod from the tran-
Iator of Spanish for the Daily Union—tranalations,
no far an Mexican papers and despatches are
concerned, would be amusing, if it wers not for the
melancholy reflection that they lead to national ex-
asperation and war. But to retarn to the point
These elaimants have lost their money by the act of
the American agent—war rages between the countries
—the elai oan do g for th Iven; and
every conmideration of justice and honor requires the
government to advance the money to the claimanta,
nnd take their elaima on the Mexican gavernmaent,
‘The claimes bear 8 per cent. interest, and the govern-
ment oan secure (telf in its final settlement with
Mexico,

Mr. CASS i:?mml whather or not the Prosident
and Secretary of State had both reported that the
money had not been paid by Mexico? His vots
wauld be decided by (ha fact, and he asked for a see-
ond reading of that portion of the letter of the sec-
retary which referred to that point.

Mr. EVANS sated that it would be seen from
thadmm::uu:.hll nrdln::’l been w :a;l.hu
payment b payment naver mnade.

g ‘ll‘ NILES opposod the amendment in & very

Inatend of the “nonsenns which we have in the
tranalation about “the portion free from duties,” the

eontract with the Postmaster General, if they re-
eaived the bonus from the government, They had

Mazatlan were to be on duties which were unis-

the meaning of this clause in that the denfts from | Seates

1 ded that the claim had
bosoma one merely againet the Mexi "

lowing r i which was agreed to:

Hesuleed, That the Secretary of the Navy cause to be
completed an exact survey of the sonthwest pass of the
Missisaippd river, and the adjncent wuters of the great bay
of Barrataria, with an examination of the character of the
markh land saparating those waters, between the pilot sta-
Uon near the bar an) bayou Bull, s marked on the 1o
graphical chart in Senate document of 1st sesvion QE’—
on s, No. 463, in order Lo ascertain the practicability of
wxcavating s ship canul, of not Jess than t irty feet water,
frum the said southwest pass, to seven fathoms water (42
feet) in the sakl bay: the necessary extent of & mole, or
hreakwater, to roach seven fathoms, und an estimate of said
eanal and breakwater; also, that he report upon the effect
which the locaton of @ navy-yard and o ship canal thers
would have io strengthening, or stherwise, the delences of
the Misslesippd river, and that the result of said survey and

,| bad aa @ large one. Any tax at all will earry the

duties; and, in the time of Mr. Jefferson, the whole
fell togethar. The whole were repealed upon the
recommendation of that wise and patriot President;
and the United Siates ramained for some years with
out s salt tax, and without the superstructure of
bounties and allowances 1o the Gsheries erected up-
on it The bill which | have introduced is a copy of
that aet.  Literadio, verbabim, of punctuatim, it s »
copy of that blessed act. My bill in 8 copy of the
hfrunlhu net in word and spint, and is entitled 1w
be passed on s own merita without the interven-
tion of the new circumwance, which renders it
imperative. By the great oversight in the
new revenue bill, e it came from the
House of Representatives, it will take the entire
amount of theaalt duty to pay the fiahing allowsn-
cen, and also about |50.w{'w $150,000, in wddi-
tion thereto, from other duties to pay them. A brief
statement makes this plain, The value of the sah
imported has usually been §T00,000, or §800,000
per annum: (he secretary computes that the reduced
duty will increase the importation, and carry it up to
& million of dollars per Very po! It m-‘

Mr. EVANS replied that that was & mistake
the engrossment, [t should be 1549, and was .
tended o meet the tariif law of that year.

Mr. ATHERTON then went on 1o remark (hy
there was no limitation as 10 the quality of ry)
Tha bill of last ined a 80 With .
gard to the weight of the rail for the eXOMplian of
which the bill was framed. It had been reganded 5
a matter of much imglnmnu that the heavy T ry
whould be laid down by companies. In the presen
bill there was no such limitstion or restriction. [,
would also observe that this bill remited the duiiey
on raile imported for the purposs of replacing othery

There wis no provision restricting companies (o
obtaining & remission of duties on raily imported fu;
the purpose of replacing raile which they taken

up. 1t did not apply sirictly and solely 1o the ruily
orginally laid down. This bill appeared 1o b freed
from all restrictions whatsoever. He did not wish
o detain the Senate by any extended remarks, and
would only refer, in the most cumory manner, i
one of two observations urged by the senator from
Maine (Mr. Evana] in favor of the bill. 1t was

do so; and | will proceed upen that ¥
million of dollars worth, at twenty per centum on
the value, will yield a gross revenue of ,000; but
that sum will lack 8 00,000, or §150, of bein,
sufficiont 1o pay the fishing allowances ! and the defl-
ciency must be made up out of the treasury! The
result is, (hat the entire amount of the salt tax, and
half as much more sdded o it, is given as & present
to ne e ed in the fisheries! Such is the re-
wult of the new bLill! and such o result it is a8 was
never seen or heard of before. In some degenerate
r-;nn-—.moguu“mc of the unhsppy reigns of the
Tudors and of England, particular branches
pf the were i gned to favor-
ites; but thin was usually of some luxury—as sweel
wines, or something of that sort; but in no case did
any of these so w eaded and wilful as
some of them were, ever think of bestowing a sali
tux on any individual, or set of individuals. That
article of prime and universal necessity, under the
worst of monarchs, was never taxed axcept for the
of the Siate. Now, for the first time, in
the history of the human mes, the whole proceeds of
the tax are 1o be ton few individuals, and half
we much more. | saw this egregious blunder in the
bill when it came up, and mentioned it to some of
my friends; but a oew edict seemed 1o have gone
forth, under horrible denuncistions, 1o the bill
on it was. ‘T'o be sure that denunciation did not gov-
ern me. | voted tor one d , notwithstand
ing; but would proposs none myself. I consoled my
conscience with ulimx the remedy is in the hands
of the Senate. I they are willing to correet it, it
can be eanily done by the passage of the bill
I have inroduced—the old Jeffersonian bill—
to abolish the whole—the platform and the super-
struciure—the tax, and the bounties, and the allow-
ancea built upon it—and thus get rid of the whole
in the most plote, diwous, and beneficial
way. That bill is now ruﬂr w be . It reats
with the majority to pass it; and if the House of
Representative concurs, not only the great oversight
in the bill s corrected, but the country will be re-
lieved from the whole burden of the salt tax, and
all it superstructure of bounties and allowances,
and all the frauds to which thess bounties and allow-
ances notoriously give rise.  Mr. President, this is
not the time (o apeak of the abomination of a salt
lax—a tax almost im‘gmu- in its nature, s tax-

ded that ke railroad companios ought 1o be
placed on an equal footng with the act of |8
Since that ume, bowever, the price of iron had beey
very much reduced. With the duty it now cost no
maore than formerly without t. Theargument in favu,
:}x bill that lho“n.llrond- b«uluf:ri:t farmer by

ing means of transportation in e,
might be with equal justice urged in hlntmmu.
ting the duty on iren employed in the construction
of steamboats, 'Why, then, not exempt that als.
That showed that this was a of rm.m legiala.
ton for the exclusive benefit of railroad corpum.

tions.
Mr. EVANS replied. He would not detain the
Senate more thun a The geni)

P (Mr. A ox] d d to know why
the provision ng.nli““th weight of the rails had
not n ret '} ! was Ken |y
supposing that it was ve—looking to the
future and not to the pust. did I-nhzbylhe
bill 1 remit the duty on the lighter rails, because
they had been brought in. The im| free here.
after were o be confined to the heavier kind of mil
In regard 0 the reference to the iron employed i
the construction of steamboats, the answer was ob.
vious. Railroads could not be moved from Maine
w New Orleans. Steamboats could seek profitable

employment wherever it offered. He would ask,
in lusion, that by i , Ube error
n engromsing should be corrected.

The error was accordingly by unanimous consent
rectified; and then the bill was put on its passage.

Mr. BAGBY said that his ion 1o the bill
was Lhat it would ake, na he
of & million of dollars from the ¢ ben-
«fit of certain milroad companies, while every other
eitizen of the country had to pay duties on all the
imported iron he consumed, sven for the most ne.
ceasary purposes. The was Wo mon-
strous to be entertained for a moment.

Mr. ATHERTON usked for the yeas and nays,
and being seconded and ordered, they were taken,
with the following result:

VEAS —Messrs. Archar, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun
Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayten, Colguin,
Corwin, Crittenden, Davia, Evans, (reans, in, John

son of La, Johneon of Md, MeDufle . -
Ruoak, Simmons, Bpeight, Upham, w-‘uw“nh;::,
wnd Yulee 20

NAVS-Messre. Allen, Ashley, Atherton,

ing the article which God has given 1o all d
nature—the dumb beast as walﬁ as the human being
~—10 seanon (e food, and preserve ita health and life,
and which ought to be as free as air and water,
Thin ia not the time to speak of that impious tax,
from which even the Britah, taxed to death
as they are, have been free since the year 1824
But it in the time to speak of the delusion
of this reduction to twenty per ecent. on the
value. Tothose who do not set the working of the
tax, or who do not see the mode which the imposi-
uon of a tax may be made the means of burdeni

o Ben-
ton. Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass Dickinson, Dix, }':;-r

wll, " , Bemple, Blurgeon,
Turney, wnd Westcott—20. -

So the hill was passed.

LAKD OFFICE IN 10WA.

Mr. BREESE moved the Benate to 1o the
consideration of the bill to establish mmm
land office in lown; which motion was not agreed
to.

ADMISSION OF WISCONEIN INTO THE UNION.

Mr. WESTCOTT moved the Senate to

the people ten times more than the tax itself does, ﬁ
may seem a great matter. To all who und d

10 the conniderati

the operation of the tax, the reduction is but little
better than an illusion. The fact in, that any tax
on this article is a curse, and a small tax nearly as

imported article through the custom-house, and
throw it into the hi of regraters and monopo-
lizers. The importer does not bring with him
maoney to pay the duties: it i troublesome and in-
convenient for him to give the two securities which
the law requires. This gives rise 1o a class of salt
dealers in the seaports, who advance the duties, or
give the mur_ils{‘ and the salt on their
:w::’ lmu;t.“ tl:q' thus collect it into their own
ands, an i P s ]
.n.r..-'_ fix_their own r&.and I hav m
six to eight cents a buahel, thus put up to forty-five
cents; and at this moment, by the New Orleans
pricea current, such aalt ia now actually at thirty
cents a bushel !—that ia to say, four or five times
ita import value! Nothing but the reference of the
salt to the custom-house, and throwing it into the
hands of the regratern, could produce this result;
and this will continue to be the cass under a y tax
whatever, be it much or little. Nothing but total
freedom from the custom-house—nothing but a snle
direct from the ship to the steamboat—ean prevent
the mischief; and, therefore, the salt should be ns
free ns the stones which form the ballast, and aver
which no inspection of the customs should exercise
supervision. This is enough to show that the pres-
ent reduction is an illusion—that nothing but total
abolition of the tax will relieve the country.
This is a sufficient reason for the total abolition; yet
there is another one, also the result of any tax what-
ever, no matter how small, which requires total ab-
olition of the tax. It in in the substitution of the
weighed for the measurerd bushel. That results

examination he lald belore C ul the
of its pext seanion.

[A message wos received from the House of Rep-
ressntatives, announcing the action of said House
on the river and harbor appropriation bill; also, that
said House had passed the French apoliation bill.]

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Commit-

tee on Pmsions, naked that said committee be dis-
charged from the further conaideration of the peti-
tion of citizens of New Hampshire, presented the
22] December, 1845; which was agreed to.
.~ Mr. ], alsa, from the same committee, reported
without nmendment the House bill for the relief of
Silax Waterman, of the county of Washington,
Vermont, with a recommendation that ita further
consillerntion be Ematpnnld indefinitely; which re-
p(ll'l Was cancarred in.,

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Patents
anid the Patent Offics, reported with amendments
the bill declaratory of the powers and legnlizing cer-
tan acts of the chief elerk of the Patent Office.

Mr. EVANS, from the Commitiee on Finance
submitted an adverse repoit upon the memorial of
Edwin Bartlett; which was ordered to be printed.

Me. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Print-
ing, reporterl in favor of printing the letters of Sam-
vel Knox, William Reynolda, and Charlea Wilkes,
in relation to the harbor at the mouth of the Colum-
bia river, submitted by Mr. Benton; which report
was eoncurred in, and the document ordered to be
printed.

GENERAL ORDERS.

My, RUSK moved that the Sennte proceed to the
consideration of the bill to pay the debt ascertained
to be due to Texan, whan an independent State
by the United States; which wan not agreed (o,

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, that 5,000 ad-
ditionnl copivs of the report ul the Secretary of the
Trenaury, showing the articles in which a large
amount per annum hos hitherto been paid to the
protected clusecs, the motion was referred 1o the
Committes on Printing.

’ PRIVATE.

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Sepate pro-
coed to the connideration of the joint resclution for
the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth,

Mr. BENTON then rose and said, that he desired
Ibo r:ll the auemin: of the Sn;nru to o bill introduced

y him six montha ngo, and thus far passed over
by the praetice of taking up bills out of order. He
apoke of the bill for the abolition of the salt tax, and

from the custom-house law. By that law the bush-
elisto be counted by weight—56 pounda to the
bushel. This may do for Liverpool salt; but the
pure, strong salt which alone is fit to cure beef,
pork, butter,so ns to fit it for exportation, or for
preservation in a southern elimate—this pure strong
salt weighs 84 pounda to the buahel; 8o that the pur-
chaser, in getting 56 pounde, only gets two-thirds of
# bushel. But he does not even get 56—which is
the custom-house bushel; for the retailer, and the
domeatic manufa¢turer, improving upon thia idea of
weight, have struck off the 6 pounds, and made it
50! and this was the salt bushel throughout the
whole west! And such n  bushel asm it is!
Often and cften, when the water wys drained
out of it, the farmer has found that a half bush
el messure  would coniain the whole bushel,
and have room to spare ! and that thirty-odd pounds
weight in the other seale would Lift it from the
ground! This ia the case now: this haa been the
case ever sines the custom-house bushel was estab-
lighed : it will be the case as long s it lasts; and that
itwill be juat a8 long an there in any tax at all on
salt. One per cent. will keep up thin false bushel,
ap well ng twenty; and twenty  will keep it up nn
well msan hundred per cent. would. Therefore, the
reduction is an illusion, and nothing will do but the
passage of the old Jeffergonian bill which [ have in-
troduced. Thus the correction of the great blunder in

The bill was as in committee of
the whaole, back to the Benate without
amend 3?" to a third reading, read a third
time,

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC AFPROPRIATIONS.

The Senate, ns in commities of the whole, re-
sumed the i ion of the Lill making appro-
priations for the civil and diplomatie
‘lha:'?n“m‘ for the year ending the 30th June,

’ ADDTIIONAL REVENUE CUTTHR.
. TOM v v b smawrwend, i
s NG12,000 For the constrastion of &
revenie cutter to be em

as," by wiriking out the w
:hemma of Toxan.”

r. H. axplained that the cla it stood
present, ruucl not allow the Pm o mplo.;
the vessel provided for on any other station than the
one designated, wherean the vessels in the revenue
sorvice are all_entirely subject to the orders of the
PnTmhdent -nr::I Secretary of the Treasury.

t . i
=ioa|.n amendment was agreed to with “opposi-
WA USE AT WIL y CAROLINA.

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved further to amend
the bill by striking out the words “for the ersetion
of a warehonse thereat,” from the clause making an
appropriation for the completion of the custom-
house at Wilmington, N Carolina, and the erec-
lngn “g:d n warehouse, &c.; which amendment was
[+ Op .

BUOYSE.
. Mr. H. farther moved to amend the bill by insert-
ing an appropriation of $5,000 for procuring and lo-
cating buoya at such places as the navigating inter-

:{n may demand ; which amendment was agreed

REVENUE LAWS.

Mr.J. M. CLAYTON moved further to amend
the bill by inserting a0 appropriation of $4,319 10
pay rplr 3{50 c_igfue- of n compend of the revenue laws

by F. don; which amend

lwuradopud.
% TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAT.

. EVANS submitted an amend ppropri-
ating §4,988 for reducing and pnp:ri'::'?o: pnblr:ll
tion, under o resolution of the Benate, plans and
Euwm? made by the officers of the topographical

eau for the imp ent of b , Tivers, &c.;
which was adopted Y
JAMES DUCHANAN.
Mr. DIX submitted the following amend i
which was agreed to : i it
“For refundi Anmen
nﬁr&,:yw::ﬁ 5 the umm:h'm l‘?:ﬁm srl‘“d"ll:.-
, W eoumnmagnhhruniulw
formed, C condem,
CoLd at the mal of tha United Beatem pariag; oo i
MARINE HOSPITAL.
Mr. D; alwo, from the C i
n

q

the bill, which iivm the whale salt tax and half as
much more to the fisher the abolitian of the
maonopolies in the aeaports which trebie and quadu-
plethe price of the article—and the restoration of

C
approprinting §7,000 for
pleting the m h ,"'-tm:'f'-' lm;
providing fi herefor. 4

M i the d the ab-
_.uluw

the :::c?uht r:-.luurﬁtl rnrilho fulse and fraudul
weig ushel—all require the bill whi
introdueed to be passed. o whwhlipes

Mr. DICKINSON then ross and made n remark
in reference, ns we understood, to the subject on
which the menator from Missouri had nddressed the
Senate, but the honorable member was not heard
distinetly in the E‘nﬂe_?'.

Mr. HANNEGAN said that he wished to know
what wae befora the Senate?  He had supposed that
L}-:ing:::un mnde h;'hihm }n tnke up u certain bill

entertuined; but lo! they now
ab;rt u;Edut oNn malt! o: Ro 0 Ve
A said he would not take an
buke as to the non-observance of order in tI'u: m
stanee, The bill to which he had ealled the atten-
tion of the Senate had been introduced by him mix
months ago, and nothing would deter him from pre-
senting the wha'e matter to the country just as it

wan
el
e ey e 2 e intended

of the fialing b nnd founded ap-
on that inx. Mr. B. wished to give a new and ex-
trnordinary reason for the passage of that bill, grow-
ing out of a great oversight ih the new tarifl bill.
By thin new bill the duty on salt in redaced to
ltamrv per centum on the value, and the bounty in
liew of drawback is redured correspondingly on the
pickled fish exported, This i very well, as far os
it i but it happens to go almost no distance at
nll.  The bounty payable on that dmﬂg:inn of ex-
wrted fish i almest nothing—only about four or
ve th d dollmen per 3 st year it was
174 while the payments on aceount of dried
exporied are usually 300,000 dollars per
annum. Last year it was .im.m; bat in 1841, it
wan §355,000; and the sam total already paid on
this branch of the fishing businews, s abott nine
millions of dollars, and IIILE: on ot that rate un-
der the new bill. The whole of thess bouritien and
allowaneen ara bottomed on the salt duties, and are
ndrawback of the dul‘::ﬂn-l to have boen paid

on the salt put upon t i and, there-
ovms sl Wi vonskportid tal oatiied & dewes

which it wae at the option of that government to

meet.
ol A of e e e o e
= the case, #0 far an

- h governmant wan concerned, there was

ponsibility of that gov to the United

Mr. McDUFFIE rogarded the claim as the most

back, like other ro-a:
olothed with the name of “bounties,” und of *al.
Muhﬂnzml‘ail}ithnum on
the mit u:b.‘qndm nd.

nlj.d to be n

drawbnck, and an equivalent therefor. In all the
early neta of ved these bounties and allowan-
cen rone and fell with the rise and fall of the salt

Mr. HANNEGAN opliedthat
m Missouri, ar uny one

elne.

Mr. BENTON. Very well, then.

Mr. HANNEGAN proeceded. 1If he had in-
tanded a rebuke for that senator, he would have
nddressed it ditoctly to him, and at him, not through
the menator from New York, [Mr. Dickivsoy. |

The motion to take uo the bill alladed by the sen-
ator from Indisna was then adopted after a division
—n{u 26, noes not eounted,

he bill was then idered ns in ittee of
the whole, reported back 10 the Senate without
amendment, ordersd to & third reading, read & third
time, and passed.
FRE-EMPTION LAWY,
Mr. ASHLEY moved the Sennie 1o procesd to

§ ¥ L i 5
ple e
o Sl ¥ of an appropriation for the purpose

Mr. LEWIS opposed.  If this ion
granted, (he said, ) it would open the way r::r np:rl'-l
cationa for similar purposes from all parts of the
eountry.

After some further remarka in favor of the amend-
ment, by Measrs. HUNTINGTON, DIX, DT‘.HS-
and JOHNSON of Louisiana, it was adopted.

TELRITORIAL GOVENNMENT OF FLORIDA.

Mr. YULEE submitted
which e beielly the ‘:Iluwh‘ amendment,

"“To pay arrears of expenee of the Inture wnd pxeen
Vo, wad 1600 sorgmpnr? o Plovida torthe Yeum b 50,

The wan taken
. ymt:nm on the above amendment,

[A mesange was rocoived from the Flouse of Rep-
resentatives, announcing that ssid Hoase had re-
nolved to insint upen its amendments to the bill grant-
J:ils_aplm 0 Richard Elliott, and the le;rn-

ing for the payment of ithe ovidences of public
debt In certain cases, and asking a conference on the

1
r. ARCHER sabmitted lowing amend-
ment; which was adopted, -ig:lh ot
Inmert at the end of il gt
ous" the following: he clans called “miscellane-
"“T'o the Slateof Vieginia, §64,052 a7
due amder the wet tl'thHJl. "antithed ¢
:'q:‘l:p'l‘u‘ and paying o..&i cm:.tlm -é‘.:.‘f‘v'ﬂ'

MARSACHUSETTS
m; DA"V!B ;utuuimd the follo h
w! after  discossion b ranrn L
SPEIGHT, HUNTIN N VANe s

HO &
R A

"Ta the State

clalmad by her ae
whi amendment

the considaration of the bill to establish a per

[ I pi m in favor of actual eoitlers
upon the public lands; which was not w“n‘n.
DUTIES 0N RAILROAD TRON.

The “bill 10 remit the duties which have been

of Massnchurette, for
wica in the Iate war,  for millthh wer-
poried i dum 1. the &l‘y ”Mm”“-‘"';‘;‘”' o

","'J-melo tha bill by in-

paid or have scorued upon the § f rail-
mummhm,nmmhmwu::hy

Me. ATHERTON called for the reading of the
biil; and 1t wan read. -

rﬁ» ing on the passage of the
Mr. Tﬂl!m rose and asked tham

1843, had been named

ng i of
i, .hshmthn

of'-u e 1o at Now

Mo JORNSON warenty sivocnnd the sppe-
The question
"m_’“.rmmmm‘:.‘l«hmm

MARINE HOSFITAL.

from Maine [Mr. Evaws] why the 20th of
o L“ A, August,

M:. SEVIER submitted an amendment, sppro-




